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Fr o m t he C o m p oser

Several passa ges of Scri pt ure (see refere nces o n t he 
next pa ge) ca me t oget her f or me i n a u ni q ue way d uri ng 
A dve nt a n d C hrist masti de 2 0 2 2 t o create t his text: 

E m ma n uel, mea ni ng “ Go d wit h us”, is n ot merely a 
C hrist mas w or d; fr o m t he very first c ha pter of t he Ne w 
Testa me nt, t o Jes us’ fi nal w or ds o n eart h, t o t he fi nal 
c ha pters of Revelati o n, G o d re mi n ds us, “I a m wit h y o u”. 

“ Go d is for us” - Psal m 11 8: 6 ca n be tra nslate d “ G o d is 
wit h us” or “ G o d is f or us” - n ot a way fr o m us, or a gai nst 
us, b ut f or us; t heref ore “I will n ot fear.” Eve n i n t he valley 
of t he s ha d o w of deat h, we nee d n ot be afrai d ( Psal m 
23: 4) - w hy? Beca use G o d is wit h us. I set t hese w or ds 
re me m beri ng frie n ds c urre ntly faci ng ter mi nal ill ness.

“ Do not be afr ai d” - All t he mai n c haracters i n t he st ory 
of C hrist’s I ncar nati o n a n d Nativity - Zec haria h, Mary, 
J ose p h, t he s he p her ds - are all t ol d, “ D o n ot be afrai d.” T he 
messe nger of G o d hi mself re peate dly ass ures tre m bli ng 
a n d fearf ul pe o ple wit h w or ds of c o mf ort a n d h o pe. 

“ No nig ht t here” - G o d pr o mises a re ne we d heave n a n d eart h, 
a n d t hat t here will be n o nig ht t here, n o cryi ng t here, n o pai n 
or deat h- all of t hese are g o ne f orever; a n d i n w hat is o ne of 
t he m ost te n der p hrases ever writte n, t he G o d w h o is wit h 
us, a n d f or us, will wi pe a way every tear fr o m o ur eyes.

T hese w or ds of c o mf ort were origi nally c o nceive d f or 
L o ngest Nig ht services d uri ng t he A dve nt a n d C hrist mas 
seas o n, b ut are e q ually a p pr o priate i n All Sai nts’ services, 
i n ti mes of m o ur ni ng or me m orial, or a nyti me t hr o ug h o ut 
t he year t o o ffer w or ds of c o mf ort t o h urti ng pe o ple, 
w h ose pai n may or may n ot be rea dily a p pare nt.

Go d is wit h us. Go d is for us. Do not be afr ai d . 
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